
 

NEW COURSE   Forensic History: Crimes, Frauds, and Scandals 

Starting Monday, November 7 @ 1:30 PM 

About This Course: 24 30 min. Lectures 
 
 

Modern history is filled with terrible crimes, baffling hoaxes, 

and seedy scandals. The infamous Jack the Ripper slayings. The 

alleged survival of Anastasia Romanov, the youngest daughter 

of the murdered Tsar. Seven-time Tour de France winner Lance 

Armstrong’s public fall from grace. The Chicago Tylenol 

poisonings and the copycat crimes that followed. 

       
These events have the power to captivate us with their mystery 
and shock us with views into the darkest parts of the human 
psyche. As a society, we seek resolution of these crimes and 
scandals, to bring their perpetrators to justice and hopefully 
prevent such events from occurring again.  

Step into the world of forensic science and study the most 
fascinating historical crimes and mysteries from the last two 
centuries in Forensic History: Crimes, Frauds, and Scandals. 

Revisit Modern History’s Great Crimes  

“If you like mysteries, and thinking about how to solve them, you’re going to 
love this course,” says Professor Murray. Using her extensive background 
in the field of forensic science and her skill at weaving riveting stories, 
Professor Murray invites you peer over the shoulders of criminal 
investigators as they examine some of the most famous crimes in history.  

 



 Jack the Ripper Murders: The story of one of modern history’s most 
infamous serial killers provides a unique window into the early days of 
forensic science. Between August 31 and November 9, 1888, five 
prostitutes in East London were brutally murdered and mutilated. The 
gruesome killings sparked a media frenzy and haunted the London 
Metropolitan Police, as they frantically searched for the elusive killer. 

 Tylenol Poisonings: In the fall of 1982, several deaths in the Chicago 
area were linked to bottles of Extra Strength Tylenol deliberately 
poisoned with potassium cyanide—thousands of times the lethal 
amount. How did investigators and scientists work to quell a nationwide 
panic while they searched for a suspect? 

 The Greatest Art Forger of All Time: Elmyr deHory, a Hungarian art 
forger, made an entire career—and a profitable living—from selling 
credible imitations of works by Picasso, Matisse, and Renoir. 

 America’s Fatal Intelligence Leak: Robert Hanssen, a wiretapping, 
surveillance, and computer expert for the FBI doubled as a Soviet and 
Russian mole for 22 years. During this long career in treachery, 
Hanssen gave his handlers top-secret information on electronic 
eavesdropping and detailed lists of U.S. spies working inside Russia—
breaches that have been called the worst intelligence disaster in 
American history. 

These and other cases are examined in such detail that you’ll feel like 
you’re present during the investigations. And you’ll have a unique 
opportunity to watch as forensic scientists use the unlikeliest of clues to 
uncover motives, search for culprits, discredit false leads, and bring 
perpetrators to justice. 

 


